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Abstract 

Medical tourism involves individuals traveling abroad to receive medical 

care, significantly influencing healthcare delivery, tourism revenue, and 

patient preferences. Türkiye has emerged as a leading destination due to 

its strategic location, advanced healthcare infrastructure, high-quality 

private hospitals, skilled specialists, and affordable services. This review 

examines the opportunities and challenges Türkiye presents to 

international patients seeking cochlear implant procedures. While Türkiye 

offers substantial clinical expertise and positive outcomes for patients 

with severe and profound sensorineural hearing loss, focusing solely on 

economic benefits is insufficient. Cochlear implant treatment extends 

beyond surgery to include patient selection, thorough audiological 

evaluation, device selection, postoperative programming, ongoing follow-

up, rehabilitation, ethical counseling, and patient safety. Sustainable 

growth in Türkiye’s cochlear implant medical tourism sector requires 

strengthening comprehensive care models, improving follow-up, 

expanding multilingual support, and institutionalizing quality assurance. 
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1. Introduction 

 

Medical tourism combines healthcare needs with tourism. It is not only traveling abroad for treatment but 

also a decision influenced by cost, access, waiting time, service quality, destination image, patient safety, 

cultural compatibility, and post-treatment care. The current literature shows that health and wellness travel 

is gaining attention, both for patient experiences and for countries' health service exports (Kemppainen et 

al., 2021). In this process, Türkiye stands out for private healthcare investments, affordable prices, 

geographic proximity, and developments in international patient services (Collins et al., 2022; Sag et al., 

2025). 

Türkiye's position in medical tourism is mostly discussed in terms of areas such as aesthetic surgery, hair 

transplantation, dental treatments, eye surgery, and bariatric surgery, but high-tech ear, nose, and throat, and 

audiology-based procedures can also be considered potential subcategories of this market. Cochlear 

implantation holds a special place in this regard. Because cochlear implantation is not just a surgical 

procedure, it is a comprehensive healthcare service that includes candidate selection, imaging, audiological 

evaluation, device selection, surgery, device activation, mapping, rehabilitation, and long-term follow-up 

stages (Alkaya, 2022; Musleh, 2024). 

Evaluating cochlear implants for medical tourism demands more than comparing costs. Success depends not 

just on surgery but also on high-quality follow-up and rehabilitation. Türkiye's strength should be measured 

not only by price but by holistic care, audiology resources, patient management, and ethical standards. 

Therefore, the aim of this review is to examine Türkiye’s potential in cochlear implant medical tourism by 

evaluating its clinical strengths, patient care pathway, rehabilitation requirements, ethical challenges, and 

strategic opportunities for sustainable international patient services. 
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2. Türkiye's General Position in Medical Tourism 

Türkiye has a competitive advantage in medical tourism. This comes from good healthcare, 

international patient units in hospitals, some focus on accreditation, experienced doctors, and closeness 

to regions like Europe and the Middle East. Interviews with sector members show that service quality, 

patient experiences, promotion, coordination, and teamwork drive the sector (Collins et al., 2022). 

Recent studies have shown that, in the decision-making processes of medical tourists visiting Türkiye, 

not only price but also hospital perception, destination image, trust, service quality, and intention to 

reconsider are influential. Demir et al. (2025) have revealed that the destination image plays a mediating 

role in the relationship between the perceived value of the hospital and the intention to revisit in medical 

tourism (Demir et al., 2025). This finding indicates that in Türkiye, for high-tech procedures such as 

cochlear implants that require long-term follow-up, not only the success of the surgery but also the 

country's and the hospital's image are important. 

Nonetheless, medical tourism should not be judged solely by its economic impact. International studies 

show that patient safety, managing post-treatment complications, sharing medical records across 

borders, providing ethical information, and setting realistic expectations are key risks in medical 

tourism (England et al., 2026; Jalali et al., 2025). For cochlear implants, these risks are even higher, as 

patients need ongoing support for device adjustment, processor monitoring, rehabilitation, and technical 

issues after returning home. 

3. The Clinical and Social Significance of the Cochlear Implant 

Cochlear implants are a viable treatment for children and adults experiencing severe to profound 

sensorineural hearing loss who do not receive adequate benefit from hearing aids. Recent systematic 

reviews demonstrate that cochlear implantation provides significant benefits in speech perception, 

communication skills, and auditory performance in both children and adults (Musleh, 2024). It has also 

been reported that cochlear implants can yield positive outcomes in speech perception, tinnitus control, 

sound localization, and quality of life across broader indications, such as unilateral deafness (Oh et al., 

2023). 

A cochlear implant does more than enhance hearing. Early diagnosis and prompt intervention in 

children are crucial for language development, school success, social involvement, and family life. 

Long-term follow-up shows that children who receive implants maintain auditory and communication 

gains into adulthood (Moura et al., 2023). 

Validity studies of hearing-related quality-of-life tools for children and adolescents in Türkiye are also 

needed to assess patient-centered outcomes (Budak et al., 2023). 
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For adults, cochlear implants can significantly reduce social isolation, boost communication 

confidence, improve mental health, and facilitate employment. Olgun et al. (2024) investigated the 

effects of cochlear implants on the professional lives of individuals in Türkiye, showing that 

implantation leads to substantial improvements in workplace adaptation, productivity, and 

professional achievement. Similarly, cochlear implants can enhance quality of life in older adults, and 

advanced age should not be viewed as an exclusionary criterion (Cuda et al., 2024). 

Planning should include the mental health needs of implant users. Yeni Elbay et al. (2023) studied 

links between depression, anxiety, and quality of life in recipients, showing the mental toll of hearing 

loss and implant use. Karabulut et al. (2024) showed that disruptions in follow-up and rehab, as during 

the pandemic, can raise isolation and lower satisfaction. 

3.The Medical Tourism Potential of Cochlear Implant Services in Türkiye 

 

Türkiye's cochlear implant practices benefit from clinical expertise in otolaryngology, audiology, and 

rehabilitation. The Health Practice Regulation sets clear rules for diagnostic tests, candidate selection, and 

reimbursement (Alkaya, 2022). This regulatory clarity reassures international patients. However, as 

medical tourists often pay through insurance, private means, or package pricing, Türkiye must define cost 

transparency and post-procedure support packages in its services. 

Deniz et al. (2022) demonstrated that healthcare costs for hearing aid and cochlear implant users can 

impose a significant financial burden on family budgets by examining direct healthcare expenditures 

related to hearing loss and cochlear implants in Türkiye. This finding can be interpreted in two ways from 

a medical tourism perspective. On the one hand, Türkiye has the potential to offer services at lower prices 

than in some countries, where costs are high. On the other hand, it must not be forgotten that a cochlear 

implant is not merely the cost of the surgery; it must be evaluated in conjunction with costs such as 

batteries, accessories, processor replacements, follow-up care, programming, rehabilitation, and travel 

expenses. Therefore, the most suitable model for Türkiye in cochlear implant medical tourism should not 

be the “one-time surgical procedure sale" but rather an “integrated hearing rehabilitation package.” This 

package should include a pre-operative remote assessment, multilingual review of medical records, 

surgical procedure, device activation, initial mapping, short-term rehabilitation, coordination with the 

patient’s audiologist in their home country, tele-audiology support, and a long-term follow-up protocol. 

 

Recent studies on remote programming and telehealth applications indicate that remote care models in 

cochlear implant follow-up services can enhance accessibility (Ayas et al., 2026). The growing discussion 

of artificial intelligence and machine learning in cochlear implant care also indicates that Türkiye needs to 

develop digital, data-driven patient follow-up systems in this field (Nair et al., 2025). 



Health Tourism Journal © 2026 by Open Access is licensed under CC BY 4.0 | 29  

5. Patient Experience, Rehabilitation, and Ethical Issues 

Cochlear implant tourism differs from traditional medical tourism services in several respects. While 

follow-up is important in cosmetic surgery or dental treatments, long-term audiological follow-up is an 

integral part of cochlear implant treatment. Proper programming of the device, the patient’s adaptation to 

auditory perception, speech therapy, and family education are central to treatment success, particularly in 

pediatric patients. Therefore, international patients’ inability to access follow-up services after returning 

home may limit treatment success. 

Quality-of-life assessments for cochlear implant users are crucial for patient-centered service planning. 

Brill et al. (2023) discuss clinically meaningful changes in hearing-related quality-of-life measurements 

following cochlear implantation, demonstrating that patient perception is as important as objective 

audiological criteria. Völter et al. (2023) highlight third-party effects, showing that relatives of cochlear 

implant users are also affected by this process. These findings indicate that within the scope of medical 

tourism, not only the patient but also the family must be included in the information and rehabilitation 

process. 

From an ethical perspective, the most critical issue for Türkiye is presenting realistic expectations to 

international patients. A cochlear implant should not be marketed as a simple device that “restores hearing 

to normal.” Patients must be clearly informed about surgical risks, the device’s limitations, the necessity of 

rehabilitation, potential technical malfunctions, processor replacement costs, and the need for long-term 

follow-up. The medical tourism literature indicates that expectations management, trust, communication, 

and post-treatment care are decisive factors in patient satisfaction among international patients (Jalali et al., 

2025; Kemppainen et al., 2021) 

 

6. Strategic Recommendations for Türkiye 

For Türkiye to grow cochlear implant medical tourism, it must market this service as a specialty package 

for international patients, not just under otolaryngology. Cochlear implants require a multi-stage process: 

candidate selection, audiological and radiological evaluation, device selection, surgery, early activation, 

mapping, speech-language therapy, auditory rehabilitation, and long-term follow-up. Outcomes depend on 

surgical results and the quality of follow-up and rehabilitation. Türkiye’s packages must offer more than 

surgery, accommodation, and transport. They must provide a clear, comprehensive model that defines 

evaluation and rehabilitation. This structure strengthens clinical continuity and increases predictability and 

reliability for international patients (Laird et al., 2024; Maruthurkkara, 2025; Armitage, 2025). 

Second, establish multilingual and culturally sensitive counseling as a core element of cochlear implant 

medical tourism. Many cochlear implant candidates are pediatric patients, so decisions and treatment 
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adherence involve parents and caregivers. Recent studies show that access to clear, structured information 

helps parents make better decisions, and family-based models strengthen rehabilitation. Studies also report 

that language development in children depends on age at surgery and length of rehabilitation. Therefore, 

family education and rehabilitation continuity are decisive. Turkish centers should develop standardized 

modules in Arabic, English, French, and other target languages. These should explain the procedure, 

expectations, limits, device use, and rehabilitation duties. Information must manage expectations 

realistically, not just promote surgery (Cankuvvet & Doğan, 2025; Delgama et al., 2025; Farag et al., 2024; 

Elhakeem et al., 2023). 

Third, cochlear implant centers in Türkiye should establish systematic collaborations with international 

audiology and rehabilitation networks. Follow-up after a patient returns home is a weak point in medical 

tourism. With cochlear implants, it is even more critical. Device activation, adjustments, and therapy need 

repeat interventions over time. Collaborative models should connect patients with their local audiologist, 

speech-language pathologist, or otolaryngologist. Teleaudiology and remote follow-up research show that 

remote support tools improve patient access, reduce travel, and maintain clinical continuity. For Türkiye, 

these steps are vital for ethical, sustainable, and standard-compliant service. In pediatric cases, coordinated 

care—not divided across borders—can directly affect success (Laird et al., 2024; Maruthurkkara, 2025; 

Armitage, 2025). 

Fourth, Türkiye’s competitive edge in cochlear implant tourism should not rely only on price. It must be 

backed by clear quality indicators. Research highlights the need to track surgical revisions, device failures, 

and other complications for patient safety. There is also a need to standardize which outcomes are measured, 

both remotely and in person. Türkiye should regularly report these indicators for international patients: 

surgical complication rate, device activation time, speech perception, discrimination outcomes, family and 

patient satisfaction, readmission rate, need for revision, and rehabilitation continuity. Türkiye must share 

its data clearly to gain clinical reliability, along with economic benefit. Studies on revision surgeries show 

that careful monitoring of complications is vital for patient selection, surgical planning, and long-term 

quality (Andresen et al., 2023; ElKaraksy et al., 2025; Laird et al., 2024). Finally, to build a lasting brand 

in cochlear implant tourism, Türkiye must move past the 'affordable surgery' label. It should focus on 

comprehensive care, family-centered methods, quality, and trust. Studies show that patient experience, 

hospital value, destination image, and trust shape choices and repeat visits. Thus, Türkiye’s success requires 

more than lower costs. It needs a consistent, transparent, and reliable care path for international patients, 

from pre-surgery to post-rehabilitation. Adopting these steps in cochlear implants—which need expertise 

and long-term follow-up—positions Türkiye as a responsible, sustainable center for auditory rehabilitation 

(Baydeniz et al., 2024; Demir et al., 2025; Sag et al., 2025; Dash, 2025). 
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7. Conclusion 

Türkiye's emergence as a premier destination for medical tourism can be attributed to its geographical 

advantages, robust transportation network, advanced healthcare infrastructure, the technical capabilities of 

private hospitals, the expertise of experienced specialist physicians, and a more competitive cost structure 

compared to many other countries. Türkiye's strategic location in proximity to several regions, including 

Europe, the Middle East, Central Asia, and North Africa, positions it as a viable healthcare hub for 

international patients seeking medical treatment. Furthermore, advancements in technological equipment 

utilized in healthcare facilities, the proliferation of international patient units, and investments by the private 

sector in this field have further enhanced Türkiye's visibility in medical tourism. However, a nation's robust 

standing in the medical tourism sector cannot be solely attributed to cost-related benefits. The quality of 

care, patient safety, post-treatment follow-up options, communication quality, and the comprehensive 

structure of healthcare services are as important as economic factors. 

 

In this context, cochlear implant procedures represent a subset of advanced healthcare services that 

necessitate particular consideration within the paradigm of medical tourism. This is due to the fact that a 

cochlear implant is not merely a surgical procedure; rather, it is a multi-stage treatment approach 

encompassing comprehensive diagnosis, appropriate patient selection, post-operative device programming, 

long-term follow-up, and rehabilitation processes. For individuals with severe and profound sensorineural 

hearing loss, cochlear implants represent a significant treatment option. These devices have been shown to 

support hearing functions, enhance communication skills, and improve quality of life. Türkiye's proficiency 

in surgical interventions, its specialized medical facilities, and its advanced technical capabilities in this 

domain constitute a substantial allure for international patients seeking medical care. 

 

However, when assessing the efficacy of cochlear implant treatment, it is imperative to consider factors 

beyond the mere completion of surgical procedures. The initial step in the process of a cochlear implant is 

the identification of a candidate who is deemed a suitable recipient. This process entails conducting 

meticulous audiological evaluations, evaluating anatomical compatibility through imaging methodologies, 

meticulously reviewing the patient's clinical characteristics, and selecting the optimal device. Subsequent 

to the surgical procedure, the following sequence of events occurs: device activation, individualized 

programming processes, monitoring of auditory performance, and long-term rehabilitation planning. In 

pediatric patients, the efficacy of treatment is contingent upon factors such as family engagement, 

systematic follow-up, and the uninterrupted continuity of rehabilitation. Consequently, methodologies 

employed in the context of medical tourism that evaluate cochlear implants must encompass not only the 

surgical intervention but the comprehensive care continuum. 
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Furthermore, ethical consultation and patient safety are of paramount importance in this domain. 

International patients frequently hail from disparate healthcare systems, possess a variety of cultural 

backgrounds, and are comprised of a diverse array of linguistic backgrounds. Consequently, information 

regarding treatment must be presented in a clear, comprehensible, and culturally sensitive manner. It is 

imperative that patients and their families are provided with a balanced perspective regarding the 

capabilities and limitations of cochlear implantation. Adequate communication regarding expectation 

management, device usage, the necessity of regular follow-ups, and rehabilitation obligations during the 

post-operative period is particularly important. A lack of such communication can have a negative impact 

on patient satisfaction and treatment success. Therefore, multilingual support mechanisms, international 

patient counseling, and clearly structured post-operative follow-up plans are among the fundamental 

elements of service quality in this field. 

 

In conclusion, Türkiye possesses strong potential in the field of medical tourism regarding cochlear implant 

procedures. However, the sustainable development of this potential is contingent not only on the provision 

of cost-effective services but also on the collective enhancement of elements such as comprehensive patient 

assessment, appropriate device selection, effective postoperative programming, regular follow-up, 

continuity of rehabilitation, ethical counseling, multilingual communication support, and quality assurance. 

Therefore, it can be concluded that achieving success in the domain of cochlear implant medical tourism is 

contingent not solely on the performance of the procedure itself, but rather on the provision of 

comprehensive, secure, and sustainable patient care. Therefore, Türkiye's future in this field is contingent 

not on price-driven competition, but rather on patience. 
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